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We are excited you could join us for a weekend of fun and fel-
lowship centered on our common passion for parrots.  We look 
forward to visiting with old friends and making new ones.  Our 
slate of speakers bring new and interesting information about the 
care and well-being of our companion parrots and those in the 

wild.  Our vendors have the latest and greatest toys, food, cages and all things parrot.  We know 
you will go home with a head full of new ideas and a suitcase full of goodies for your feathered 
friends.

With your help and support we have accomplished a lot while staying true to our mission state-
ment and goals.  We have found homes for many parrots and helped others stay in their homes.  
We have found sanctuary for some and foster homes for those who needed a bit of special TLC 
before being adopted.  If a breeder needed help placing parrots we helped with that too. We 
have stayed up late nursing some parrots and gotten up early to take others for vet check-ups.  
We have driven thousands of miles to pick up parrots and re-home parrots.  We attended Bird 
Fairs and Marts and many other avian functions sharing information and networking.  We con-
tinue to educate wherever and whenever possible. We also talk about breeding and conservation 
and how vitally important both are to the survival of parrots in the wild and as pets.  We now 
also have to learn how to be pro-active political advocates to make sure we continue to be able 
to keep our parrots.  There are richly funded organizations that claim to be pro-animal who re-
ally are not.  We need to learn the difference between Animal Rights and Animal Welfare.  We 
also need to remember not everyone that smiles at us is our friend.  We hear and see the stories 
of laws and regulations to stop dog and cat over population, to stop pet stores from selling dogs, 
cats or any animals at all.  Federal, state and local laws and regulations are now being aimed at 
parrots.  As companion parrot owners we like to think we are exempt.  We are not and need to 
learn how to protect our rights.

NPRPF supports and promotes aviculture through scholarships, food and toy donations to se-
lected sanctuaries and re-homing facilities and monetary donations to various educational and 
conservation projects.  We pay vet bills for sick and injured birds and for wellness vet visits 
for those up for adoption. As a 501c3 all volunteer organization we are only able to do all this 
year after year with your help.  Parrot Festival is our only fundraiser, your support is vital to 
our future and greatly appreciated.  Thank you from the tips of our tails to the tips of our wings.  
Without you we couldn’t continue to fly.

Sincerely,

Georgia Hayes, 
President on behalf of the NPRPF Board of Directors

Welcome to Parrot Festival 
2015.  



Schedule
Parrot Festival 

2015

  Vendors & Exhibitors - Daily: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (*Friday reserved for Registered Attendees Only)

Friday, January  23

  9:00 - 9:30   President’s Welcome
 

  9:45 - 10:45           Jason Crean: “The Incorporation of Raw, Whole Foods and Teas in                                                                     
                                                                         Avian Husbandry”

  11:00 – 12:00         Robin Shewokis:  “Ten Things You Can Make Out Of PVC In 15 Minutes Or 
      Less.”

  12:00 - 2:00  Lunch   (Box lunch Offered ) 

  2:00 - 3:00  Melanie Allen: “Companion Bird Owner - Self Assessment”  

  4;00 - 6:30  Art & Wine Workshop 

  6:30   Daily Raffle Drawing
    

Have dinner early and we will serve dessert

  8:00 - 10:00   NPRPF President’s “Speaker Meet and Greet” at the

PARTY IN PARROT-DISE
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY NPRPF

Dessert Bar & Cash Bar
Tropical or Parrot Wear! Dancing, Contests and Prizes! Prizes! Prizes!

All Attendees & Vendors are Welcome!



Schedule
Parrot Festival 

2015

  Vendors & Exhibitors - Daily: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (*Friday reserved for Registered Attendees Only)

Saturday, January  24

  8:30 - 9:30  Alycia Antheunise: “Legislation 101”  

  9:45 - 10:45  Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, DVM:  “Psittacine Psychotherapy: An 
     Introduction To Parrot Behavior Problems and Solutions”  
 

  11:00  – 12:00   Barbara Heidenreich: “Training Animals to Cooperate in Medical Care and 
     Overcoming Fear Responses” 

  12:00 - 2:00  Lunch (Box Lunch Offered)    

  2:00 - 3:00  Dr. Sharman Hoppes, DVM: “Update of Current research at the Schubot 
     Exotic Bird Health Center” 

  3:15 - 4:15  Speaker to be TBA or Shopping Time

  5:00    Daily Raffle drawing will be held in the Vendors Ballroom

Banquet & Gala
“Dress Blue Jeans to Black Tie” and enjoy cocktails and a three course meal. 
The Banquet is followed by Silent & Live Auctions.

  6:30 - 7:00    Cocktails/Cash Bar       
  7:00 PM - ????  Banquet 

*All proceeds go towards helping the NPRPF Mission.  



Schedule
Parrot Festival 

2015

  Vendors & Exhibitors - Daily: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (*Friday reserved for Registered Attendees Only)

Sunday, January  25

  8:30 - 9:30  Adrianne Mock: “All I Know About My Birds I Learned on the Internet”  

  9:45 - 10:45  Caroline Stahala: “Social Nesting in Amazon Parrots and How This Effects 
     Conservation”  
 
  11:00  – 12:30   All About Parrots: A Q&A  Discussion                
    Current and past Festival Speakers
  
  2:30- 2:00  Lunch (Box Lunch Offered) & Final shopping    

   3:00    Daily Raffle drawing will be held in the Vendors Ballroom   

    Treasure chest Drawing & 3 Day Raffle Drawing

Bye Y'All

See you again in 
January 2016



National Parrot Rescue & Preservation 
Foundation Mission Statement

National Parrot and Preservation Foundation rescues, 

rehabilitates, and re-homes displaced parrots. 

We are committed to the education of the public 

in all matters relating to parrots and 

networking with parrot related organizations.

Mission Statement Goals
• Present the annual Parrot Festival for the purpose of education and 
 fundraising.

• Provide information to other rescue organizations on capture and care of 
 parrots.

• Because parrots can often outlive their owners, become be discarded, 
 abandoned, or lost from their homes, NPRPF strives to improve our 
 rescue efforts for parrots and aide owners in need.

• Because many rescued parrots arrive emotionally unstable which can 
 manifest it’s self in unwanted behaviors, our goal is to recruit and 
 train volunteers for rehabilitation and parrot care efforts.

• NPRPF needs a large base of prospective suitable qualified parrot homes 
 and is actively seeking applications for placement.



NPRPF Parrot Festival Supporters
Businesses and Organizations

NPRPF Parrot Festival Supporters
Individuals

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club 
ABC Pets 
American Federation of 
Aviculture 
Amigos de las Aves 
Antique Beak 
Any Old Bag Dot Com
AvianPro
Avian Suites 
Bellaire Boulevard Animal 
Clinic 
Bernie’s Creations 
Beth & Bob English
Birdie Britches Bird Toys
Boomzookee Bird Toys 

Busy Beaks, LLC 
Caitec 
Centurion Cage Co. & Aviary
Century 21 Hardee Team 
Crow River Animal Hospital
Dennis King Photography
Epic Bird Toys
Feather Jewels 
The Flying Gourmet
Gigi’s Jewelry
Gulf Coast Veterinarian 
  Specialists 
H.A.R.I. 
Lafeber Company 
Leather Elves Bird Toys 

Magnolia Exotic Bird Sanctu-
ary Magnolia Seed & Supply
Toys For Tweets
Nature & Wildlife Art by 
Lyrae
Mighty Bird 
New Hope Lutheran Church
Oasis Sanctuary Foundaton, 
LTD 
Oily Bird
P Patch Parrots 
Parrot Pockets
Oasis Sanctuary Foundation, 
LTD 
P Patch Parrots 

Parrot Lady 
Parrots International
Pickin’ Parrots 
Red Tail Art
Rolf C. Hagen USA 
Rose Graphic Arts
Schubot Exotic Bird Heath 
Center 
Southeast Animal Clinic
Sweets & Treats Gone Wild
Texas A&M University 
Texas Parrot Project
The Parrot Fund
Triange Bird Club 
ZuPreem

Adrianne Mock
Andy Sanford 
Annette & John Groweg 
Alycia Antheunisse
Barbara Heidenreich
Barbara Vacca
Beatha Sellman
Bernie Carrico 
Bubba
Caroline Strahala
Cheryl & Gary Rose 
Daina Mahone 
Danny Sigmon 
Debbie Goodrich 
Dennis King

Diane & Reynold Starnes 
Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, DVM
Dr. Gary Harwell, DVM
Dr. Mark Peckham, DVM  
Dr. Mark Stafford, DDS
Dr. Melissa Shelton, DVM
Dr. Sharman Hoppes, DVM
Edwina Litchfield
Elizabeth Fuehr
Gail Shepherd
Gayla McGill
Georgia & Rick Hayes
Igotawoody Bird Toys
Jamie and Barry Whittaker
Jan Graham

Nancy Speed 
Niki Faller
Noreen Arleth 
Pat & Neal Rudikoff 
Paula Nowak
Rick Jordan 
Rick & Linda Markland 
Sharon Markland
Robin Shewokis 
Roy Hughes
Terry Gao

Janice Boyd
Jason Crean
Jennifer Asencio
Jenniffer Crider
Jill Bell
Jill Casteel
LaDonna Scheetz
Lavenia Fernandez 
Linda & Bill Christian 
Lisa McManus
Lyrae Perry
Maas Nursery
Melanie Allen 
Midge Gorman 
Nancy & Todd Marbach 



The Board of Directors of NPRPF would like to 
thank the following sponsors for their 

GENEROUS SUPPORT 
of Parrot Festival 2015:

Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp. - Registration Bag Sponsor

Doubletree Hotel IAH

Cheryl Rose - Program Editor & Designer

NPRPF Membership

C o f f e e  &  T e a  S p o ns o r s h i p s

The Coffee and Tea that you will find in the rear of the conference room 
has been provided for you by the following sponsors. Please be sure to 

tell each and every one Thank You.

National Parrot Rescue 
& Preservation 

Foundation 

ZuPreem

Daina Mahone

Magnolia Seed

Janice Boyd

Amigos de las Aves, 
USA

NPRPF Board 



Speaker Sponsors

Melanie Allen
Rolf C. Hagen, USA

LaDonna Sheetz
National Parrot Rescue 

& Preservation Foundation
Daina Mahone

Alycia Antheunisse
Avian Pro

LaDonna Sheetz
National Parrot Rescue 

& Preservation Foundation

Jason Crean
Teaks Beaks

LaDonna Sheetz
National Parrot Rescue 

& Preservation Foundation 

Barbara Heidenriech
Good Bird, Inc.
LaDonna Sheetz

National Parrot Rescue 
& Preservation Foundation

Dr. Sharman Hoppes, 
DVM

Schubot Center
LaDonna Sheetz

National Parrot Rescue 
& Preservation Foundation

Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, 
DVM

LaDonna Sheetz
National Parrot Rescue 

& Preservation Foundation

Adrianne Mock
LaDonna Sheetz

National Parrot Rescue 
& Preservation Foundation

Robin Shewokis
Leather Elves

LaDonna Sheetz
National Parrot Rescue 

& Preservation Foundation
Daina Mahone

Caroline Stahala
LaDonna Sheetz

Janice Boyd
National Parrot Rescue & 
Preservation Foundation

Amigos de las Aves, USA



NPRPF Officers and Directors
Contact Information

713-557-BIRD (2473) | P O Box 307; Altair, TX 77412

Georgia Hayes-President
Cheryl Rose-Treasurer

Jamie Whittaker – Director
Alice Ingram – Director

Nancy Marbach – Director
Daniel Sigmon - Director
Sharon Wells - Director
Melanie Allen - Director

Robin Shewokis - Director

Midge Gorman - Advisor 
Diane Starnes - Advisor 

Cheryl Rose - Advisor & Festival Coordinator

The NPRPF Board of Directors and their families 
put in time and money on a daily basis rescuing and 

fostering parrots, educating the public, planning 
events, typing, photography, writing, driving and 
more driving. The passion and dedication that they 
feel toward the feather angels that they take care 
of is unrelenting. If you see a Member of the Board 
-- stop and tell them how much you appreciate their 

work. They deserve your praise.
-- Anonymous



A Phone Call Away
by: Daniel Sigmon

“Danny?,” the voice on the other end of the phone asked urgently.  “Do you still do rescue for 
birds?”

“Yes,” I tentatively replied as I tried to zero in on who the mystery person on the other end of the 
line was.  Turns out it is an old friend and former member of the congregation that I serve who 
had come across a bird desperately flopping along the ground and somehow successfully avoid-
ing the cats that were chasing it.  Braving some really nice beak bites, she and her husband man-
aged to get the bird, which turned out to be an African Ringneck inside 
and away from the cats, where it refused to be held captive in the only 
container they had available, an oversized dog cage, covered with a blan-
ket.  No problem for the industrious survivor.  He just squeezed himself 
right through the bars and proceeded to perch defensively in the corner 
of the room on a lamp shade where I found him when I arrived on the 
scene.  

A towel and a few bites later, I managed to get the traumatized little soul 
in a proper-size portable bird cage with some water and some food.  We 
let him alone to calm down for a while and eat and drink by enjoying 
a moment of fellowship on the porch.  A half hour later, a much more 
calm bird, with clear clipped wings, which meant he either escaped or 
was let out, was ready for the trip to my house while I contacted my fel-
low NPRPF members and let them in on my chance acquisition of my  cantankerous new friend.  
Working with others we managed to get him situated in a rescue/sanctuary where he soon found 
a new home.

A similar story played out earlier in the year with a lost, 
confused, and helpless Blue Front Amazon that a wom-
an and her daughter found hiding in some bushes.  Hav-
ing had a parrot in her childhood the woman was able 
to get the bird to step up for her and get her in a cage 
after which she called NPRPF directly.  Cheryl Rose, 
knowing that I lived near the woman, asked if I would 
collect the bird, which I did, with a cage borrowed from 
Spring Branch Animal Sanctuary.  After a few days of 
chill time at my house, I took the homeless but sweet 

and charming Blue Front to Jamie Whittaker’s ABC Birds where she took the bird in until a new 
home could be found for it.  

All year long,  after Parrot Festival has ended, the members of NPRPF are working to help rescue 
and preserve our hook-billed avian companions.  Thank you so much for your support as we 
continue to this good work.



National Parrot Rescue and Preservation Foundation 
(NPRPF) is focused on bettering not just our avian 
community but avian communities around the world.  
We can only meet our goals with the assistance of com-
munity members like yourself.  Today, with just a small 
donation, you can help us continue to support our 
mission.  

NPRPF is an all volunteer  organization.  Everyone 
gives freely of their time and talents.  We maintain a 
frugal operating budget so the majority of our funds can 
be used to help support the commitments we have made 
not just to the birds we care for, foster and 
re-home but other avian endeavors as well.  We donate 
annually to a scholarship fund for an avian student at 
Texas A&M University.  We have helped fund research 
projects headed by Dr. Sharman Hoppes and Dr. Donald 
Brightsmith and conservation projects like the Spix’s 
School project and others.  We donate to those in need 
when disaster strikes.  We also help other avian 
non-profits whose mission mirrors ours.  It is all about 
the birds and educating people about their care, their 
issues and challenges not just in the home but also in 
the wild. We support projects that contribute to the 
importance of captive breeding to help keep birds in 
our homes and in their native habitats.  Another recent 
area of importance for contribution by pet bird owners 
and groups is legislation.  We can no longer consider 
ourselves immune to the pressure of the Animal Rights 
activist groups on our lawmakers.  They now have us in 
their sights and we need to get our heads out of the sand 
and learn what we need to do to fight back.  With your 
help we can accomplish this and more!!

There are several ways you can help.  
Please see the sidebar to the right ----- > > > > > 

Thank you,
Georgia Hayes, 
NPRPF President on behalf 
of the entire Board of Directors

Donate Items 
(parrot related food, supplies or items, 

appliances or technology)
or 

Gift Cards 
(restaurants, cash, stores, etc.) to our Raffle Auction at 

Parrot Festival.
Mail to:

NPRPF/Hayes
18739 Twigsworth Lane

Humble, TX 77346

Attend Parrot Festival
 Not only do you help NPRPF and the birds, BUT you 

get to have a blast while learning.

Stay at the Hotel
During Parrot Festival 

Mention Parrot Festival when you book your room 
and we get credit for your stay. Money is taken off 

the high price of the hotel meeting space and 
SAVES us money, which means more money 

can go to the birds.

501 (c) 3 Non -Profit Corporation
All Volunteer Staff

Contributions are tax deductible!

How Can You Help NPRPF?

Donate
http:www.parrotfestival.org

or 
Send money via Paypal to: Parrot.festival@yahoo.com

Mail a check to:
NPRPF

P O Box 307
Altair, Tx 77412



His name is Hooty.  He is 17 years old.  He is wonderful.  Steps up every time he is asked.  He 
will let me hold him close and rub all over him.  He holds his beak up for kisses.  He will try 
anything to eat as long as I put it in his bowl.  He won’t take anything out of my hand.  I’m 
in love.  I was a little worried about him the other day, he was just acting lethargic, so we will 
make a well bird appointment with 
Dr. Harwell as soon as he gets back 
to the office. 

Hooty came to NPRPF by way of 
the Houston SPCA.  Over the years 
we have gotten many birds from 
them.  Not all have been in the best 
shape or been the best pet bird ever. 
It has never mattered to NPRPF if 
the bird or birds in need are a pet or 
a breeder, sick or healthy, with or 
without baggage it is our 
mission to do the best we can for 
each of them.  Sometimes it is not 
easy. Sometimes the outcome is 
hard to take and we have shed 
many tears together for the ones we 
lost along the way.  Easy or not we 
do it because that is who we are.  
Hooty was relinquished to 
the SPCA because his caretaker 
was sick and could no longer take care of him and his mate.  

Sadly Hooty’s mate died at the SPCA and because of health concerns they called us and we 
responded immediately.  Sharon Wells swooped down and collected Hooty.  Happily Hooty is 
doing fine and will be in a new home soon. That is if Sharon is able to restrain herself from the 
incurable Fostering Fever which can turn into Adoption Adenosis…   

Happy New Year Hooty!!!!! 

A Happy Beginning…
Hooty the Eclectus 12/29/14



It sometimes seems like the Houston SPCA 
has our number on speed dial.  I am actually 
glad they do because I know we will do our 
best to help with the birds they call us about.  
It is especially hard when they call after a 
seizure and have taken in a large number of 
birds.  In October we got a call like that, 100 
or so Irish Wolf Hounds and 14 macaws.  
We are very lucky if we find out anything 
about the birds in these situations or how or 
why the seizure was made.  We just show 
up carriers in hand ready to do whatever we 
can.  That was the case when the call came in 
October 2104.  Jamie Whittaker and I loaded 
her van with carriers and headed to the SPCA 
with very little information and as is usu-
ally the case, the information we do have is 
misinformation.  

Upon arrival we discovered the number of macaws we were asked to take was 
incorrect as was the species of some of the birds.  The SPCA had not found ac-
commodations for the majority of the birds and the 4 Scarlet Macaws we were 
asked to pick up were picked up by someone else.  So much for internal com-
munication.  Jamie and I just looked at each other, shrugged and told the SPCA representative we would take 
them all.   Thank goodness Jamie is a Ninja bird catcher!!  So, three large Military macaws, one Blue & Gold, 
one Greenwing, one Severe and a Hispanolan Amazon later we were loaded up and ready to head out.  In cases 
like this it is difficult to find somewhere to foster birds.  Fortunately for NPRPF our dear friends at Hill Country 
Aviaries always have their door open and off we went.  With their help the birds were housed, fed, sexed and 
one of the Military Macaws got a badly need beak trim.  

None of these birds are pet quality so they will stay at Hill Country Aviaries 
and receive wonderful care and hopefully the mate of their dreams.  I have 
always said if I were a bird and needed medical care I would want Midge 
Gorman to be my nurse.  If I was 
not a pet bird I would certainly want 
to live at Hill Country Aviaries.  
Mark, Rick and their staff would 
take excellent care of me. 

Thank you to those of you who do-
nated money and/or time and other 
resources to help these birds!!!!!  
Without you NPRPF would not be 
able to do what we do for the birds.

SPCA Macaws and other Birds 
by: Georgia Hayes



animalEO was created by Melissa Shelton DVM to better provide the proper use of essential oils to the animal kingdom.

Putting the animal...first!
The animalEO recommendations for birds, have been used with hundreds of birds (parrots, finches, chickens, etc...) successfully.  With 
every animalEO recommendation, you can rest assured, that birds of all walks of life, have had veterinary monitoring while using our 

essential oil blends, to provide only the safest and most complete recommendations.  

There is no “bird related” animalEO essential oil for sale, that has not undergone an extensive evaluation and use process with actual 
avian patients.  

This is my promise to you - from an avian veterinarian.

R

 ESSENTIAL OILS FOR ANIMALS

Stop by Feather Jewels in the Raffle Room to see and smell 
animalEO for yourself.

animalEO sprays and blends made just for your parrots will be available for you to 
purchase. Other animalEO products can also be ordered and sent directly to your home.

Free AromaTherapy & 
Techniques for Birds 

booklet with animalEO 
purchase.



Mighty Bird offers a full line of  toys with a hand 
made touch. Specializing  in  materials such as balsa, 

virgin cork and basswood.   

New home of  Wingtastic Toys & Vitacritter
www.mightybirdtoys.com

Stop by 
and take a 

BEAK



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE COMPANION PARROT
Samba the Harlequin Macaw

by: Jamie Whittaker
Samba is a female harlequin macaw that was hatched in Texas, and sold with her two clutchmates to the pet store 
to be handfed and sold as pets. Her first family, the ones that gave her the name Samba, took her home when she 
was just a fledgling. At this house, she enjoyed a roomy cage and lots of toys. There was also a blue & gold named 
Cha-Cha to play with. There were two young girls in the house and the mom and the dad. Samba’s favorite per-
son was the dad.

Their cages were in a large sunroom with lots of windows. Every sunny afternoon, the birds went out on the pa-
tio and had showers. Sometimes, in the morning, the whole family would go for a walk. They had a stroller that 
was adapted for the birds. The girls rode their bicycles while mom and dad walked and pushed the stroller.

Unfortunately, the neighbor in the back did not have an appreciation of the macaw vocalizations in the after-
noon. After much complaining and the involvement of the homeowners association, the couple had no choice 
but to sell the macaws. Samba and Cha-Cha came back to the pet store at two years old to wait for new homes.

Cha-Cha found a family to go home with the very next week. Samba became part of the pet store macaw flock 
and spent her days basking in the window and playing with Jewel, the Catalina and Patches, the Caninde. These 
three macaws became good friends on the playground at the pet store. 

Samba’s second home was with a man and woman that owned a horse training facility. This was a very fun place 
to live. The woman traveled to horse shows frequently but the man was always 
there. There was an umbrella cockatoo that lived there too. The umbrella and 
Samba soon became friends and the man and Samba became very good friends. 
Everyday Samba would ride on the steering wheel of the golf cart out to the barn. 
She had a swing that hung from the ceiling in the barn. She would watch and 
swing while the man fed the horses and groomed them.

The man always had lots of walnuts and almonds in his hand and every time he 
walked by Samba would get one. Sometimes she would do tricks for the walnuts 
and sometimes they were just free. Samba even enjoyed playing with the woman 
when she was home. Sometimes they would all lie in bed together and watch tele-
vision at night. 

Tragically, one morning the man did not wake up. He died suddenly in his sleep. 
The woman was not comfortable traveling with a bird as large as Samba, so she 
arranged for her to come back to the pet store. Samba was four years old when she 
came back to the familiar playground. Her two buddies, Jewel and Patches were 
still there. She immediately settled back into the routine. She spends her days 

showing off for customers, sometimes for fun and sometimes in exchange for walnuts and almonds. 

One year later, in 2007, Samba found a new home. Her new home has birds, dogs and horses as well as a hu-
man family. Her tree stand is in the window where she can watch the outside world. She has a large cage on the 
covered patio and on pretty days she spends time out there. Her cage in the house is large and has lots of toys. 
She has horses in her life again too! She goes out to the barn and supervises the grooming of the horses and the 
cleaning of the stalls from her swing. 

Samba has now had three homes in 15 years and they have all been happy homes.





It was the busy Christmas season of 1997 when an unweaned Senegal and her snuggling buddy the Umbrella 
Cockatoo were purchased from a pet store in a mall. The couple buying the birds had no children and the birds 
were their Christmas presents to each other. Penny, the Senegal, was the husband’s shoulder buddy. After she was 
weaned, she wanted to always be with the man. She rode on his shoulder when he did yard work and had a perch 
next to the computer in the den.

Penny no longer paid attention to Poppy, the cockatoo. Poppy was always on the lady and Penny was with the 
man. They had roomy cages with lots of toys and really good food to eat everyday. Sometimes they went to the 
bird store and stayed a few days at a time.  In 1999 Penny’s life changed. Penny and Poppy went to the bird shop 
and stayed there. This time was different, they were with all the other bird store birds and other people came in 
and played with them and held them.

One day a teenage boy with his 
mom and dad took Penny to their 
house to live. There were cockatiels 
at the house, but Penny was the 
only parrot. Everyone played with 
Penny, she had a special cage and 
rode around on the lady’s shoulder 
while she fed the small birds. New 
birds kept arriving at the house, and 
one day a boy Senegal, Buddy came 
and he immediately started to court 
Penny. Penny and Buddy moved 
into a large cage together with a nest 
box attached.

After some time together, Penny 
laid eggs and she and Buddy be-
came parents to a baby Senegal. They were good parents and took care of their chick.  The first chick hatched 
was a female and she eventually found a mate and lived in the cage next door to Penny and Buddy.  They hatched 
several more babies and were always good parents.

In 2003 Penny and Buddy went back to the bird store to live. They had a nice big cage and they had more babies. 
One day in 2004 there was an accident and Buddy was badly hurt. By the time help came, he was dead. When 
Buddy was taken out of the cage Penny made a sound that sound like a distress call.

About a month after Buddy died, Penny started chattering to the people feeding her and cleaning her cage. One 
of them reached in and offered her hand for Penny, and she stepped up.  Penny came out of the cage, and moved 
into the pet bird room. Now she plays with the other birds just as she did in 1999 waiting for the next chapter in 
her life.

At 7 years old after two happy homes, a devoted mate and eight babies she was still a well socialized bird ready 
for a new home. She found a great family and now lives with a woman, a poodle and a cockatiel. The poodle stays 
away from the birds, the birds sit together on a playstand and Penny is still a very happy birdie.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE COMPANION PARROT
Penny the Senegal Parrot

by: Jamie Whittaker



The American Federation of Aviculture

41st Educational Conference & Avian Expo 
Celebrating the Diversity of Aviculture 

July 29-Aug 1, 2015—Chicago, Ill 

Shop with your favorite Vendors 
See new bird products

Learn from the experts!     

For More information or to register—www.AFABirds.org
The American Federation of Aviculture is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit educational organization 

Lory League Bird Show  

Brookfield Zoo & Shedd Aquariumm

Junior Aviculture Workshop 

Raffles and Prizes….

 
Have you Joined AFA Yet? 

Are you….. 

 A person devoted to birds? 
 A company with products for birds? 
 Concerned about avian conservation? 
 Interested in learning more about birds? 
 Interested in teaching about birds?
 Interested in the future of birds?

Then you belong in AFA! 
Join Today! 

AFA Office  PO Box 91717  Austin, TX  78709  512-585-9800 



National Parrot Rescue & Preservation 
Foundation 2014 Year in Review

by: Midge Gorman

Welcome to Parrot Festival, our 16th annual educational conference, and thank you for your generous support 
from the NPRPF group.  As is every year, this has been a busy year for the Rescue and Adoptions portion of 
NPRPF. 

The majority of our birds are not “rescued” but some are and none are seized 
from bad owners, but relinquished for personal reasons, such as serious ill-
ness, allergies, no quality time for them, work related issues, transfers, etc.  
Many are wonderful birds come from good homes that just could not provide 
proper care for them anymore. They wanted better care for their beloved pets 
than they themselves could continue giving them for whatever reason.  It’s 
an honor to have such trust placed with NPRPF and we do our best for these 
birds. 

It does not matter how big or small the bird is, we do our absolute best to give 
them all the highest quality of care and consideration possible. Some of our 
birds stay with us quite a while for medical reasons or they need 
ongoing care for a while before they can be considered for adoption.  This medi-
cal and after care can be quite expensive and of course, it is a 24/7/365 job…no 
matter what.  The avian community is well aware of that. Thanks to the support 
from friends, members, vendors, and supporters like you guys, we are able to 
provide any medical care and daily necessities for these feathered wonders. We 
have placed a number of birds into wonderful homes, sanctuary if needed or 
whatever was appropriate for that particular bird.  

One of our birds was rescued from a very busy street in Clear Lake, a young 
wild Quaker with a broken wing. It turned out that the wing was broken in two 
places. Even though it healed, he was not able to fly well enough to be placed 

back into the wild., so he was named Bono and placed into the home of a Quaker loving lady who absolutely 
welcomed him with open arms. Not just anyone would, only a special person like her.

Lili was another little Quaker that came to us with severely mutilated wings. She was very weak, too weak for 
surgery. Great care was taken to keep her comfortable and to make her strong 
enough to withstand the surgical cleaning up of the wounds. She seemed to be ral-
lying, getting stronger and very sweet about letting me apply meds to the wounds, 
taking her oral meds and eating quite well. Sadly, that little body just could not 
overcome the injury and passed before we could do any surgery.  Lili was the 
sweetest, most loving little bird one could ever want. It was sad, I get very at-
tached to those little guys, how could you not.  Have to admit, I do shed a few 
tears once in a while. I think all of us do.

We had another young wild Quaker brought in (we named him Kodi after one of 
our dearly beloved members who literally grew up with us) rescued from a busy 
thoroughfare in west Houston, also with a broken wing. Once Dr. Harwell got 
the wing set and wrapped, this little guy did really well. It didn’t take long for 
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Ruby Throated Hummingbirds
A Little Book Of Photos

By Dennis King

Stop by Bernie’s Creations to purchase 
your copy of the book and have Dennis 

autograph it for you.

And check out Bernie’s artwork and 
Dennis’s stained glass while you are 

there.
To purchase online:

http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/3608789 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds (A little Book Of Photos)
http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/1858793 Wildlife Through The Eye Of A Camera

Thank you 
to all of our 
Sponsors and 

Business 
Partners. 

We couldn’t do 
it without you!



We could not do what we do without all of You!

As I have said in the past we do not exist without your support.  Your monetary support helps us to pay the 
Veterinarians for their service of care, surgery, medications, hospital stays as well as paying for the food, cages 
and toys that these birds need during their stay with NPRPF or with a foster family until a home can be found.

You can support NPRPF by becoming a member or renewing your membership and by attending our primary 
fund-raiser, Parrot Festival.  This event is always held the last weekend of January.   We hope to see all of you 

there and bring a friend.  You know that you are doing something that will benefit you and your bird for the rest 
of your life.  

 
Life with a parrot is always a party so keep on partying in parrot-dise.  And we hope your decide to come party 

with us.

NPRPF Board of Directors

for him to like this touching and holding thing that was new 
to him. Once healed, we found that Kodi’s flying agility was 
not good enough that he could be released back into the wild. 
I suspected he was going to be a good talked. Sure enough, the 
lady who adopted him said he was trying to talk.  Go Kodi!!!! 
Another successful rehoming, which feels really good!

It seems like we had a run on Quakers for a while. Janie came 
to us with her lower mandible bitten off and the bit of it re-
maining was split into two parts. Dr. Harwell has done a great 
job with her and she has gained weight with the soft foods I 
have made daily while she heals. It is interesting to watch her 
adjusting to the new way she is learning to do things with her 
beak. At the moment, she is doing great, seems happy and 
talks a little. She is a darling little bird and I hope someone 
will overlook her little new look and find her as cute and love-
able as I do.

These are but a few of the birds we have dealt with this year, 
along with the ones in foster, sanctuary and presently being 
cared for medically. Some are just not “acceptable” as a living 
room decoration because they may not be perfect although 
they are in our eyes. Absolutely all of this is done on a volun-
teer basis and can be quite expensive. It’s the support of people like you that make it possible for us to do our 
job with these feathered angels. Our supporters and benefactors are extremely valued and appreciated for their 
generosity. The food, toy, and avian suppliers are invaluable to our joint endeavors. 

I personally want to thank each and every one of you for that support and for being here. You are most certainly 
the cream of the crop in the avian community. I look forward every year to seeing old friends, making new ones, 
learning new things and being reminded of things I forgot that I knew. Enjoy the conference, learn a lot and 
have tons of fun.

Janie



Improving the quality of life for all learners. 
www.behaviorworks.org 

(member of IAABC, IAATE, ABMA and ABAI)

Roomy, welcoming hut that hangs over an existing perch, enabling your parrot 
to rest and sleep in a natural perching position.

Combines a semi-enclosed space for your bird to retreat to within the cage to 
feel safe and secure and sleep undisturbed, with a back wall of plush, 
snuggle-able sherpa for your parrot to sleep and relax against.

www.AvianHavenHut.com

Available at your local retail pet supplies store
or order direct at 800-980-4165

Choose from four sizes



I can hardly remember a time in my life that did not have a bird associated with it.  From watching 
Robins hatch in my Grandfather’s garden as a toddler, sharing my room with Budgies throughout 
elementary school, all the way to rescuing, rehabbing, and performing “free” surgeries on a variety of 
avian patients during vet school…one could put me in the “bird lover” category.  Once in practice, my 
love of birds created even more of a drive to find answers to difficult health issues.  When one of my 
patients ran out of treatment options, it was at a time when I had just started to explore the medical use 
of essential oils.

Long story short, we used essential oils in ways that most people would think might kill a bird.  Actual-
ly spraying oils added to water – directly onto the bird!  Not only did the bird love it, but the condition 
(papilloma) and the bird improved drastically – physically and emotionally.  Essential oils became my 
passion for what they could do for my patients of any variety; feathered, finned, furred, and FAST!

The most important thing I can share with you about essential oils is that quality matters.  Many essen-
tial oils on the market today are fragrance grade or contain unnatural products to extend or even “adul-
terate” the oil in an effort to make a more affordable or desirable product for humans.  Using essential 
oils of these lesser grades, would be similar to spraying your bird with perfume!  And we probably all 
know how horrible that would be!  

I look at the selection and techniques of using essential oils for birds, much like I view veterinarians 
for birds.  There can be a vet that “will see a bird” and then there are actual avian vets.  This can be a 
very different and important distinction.  I used to feel that if I could find a reliable brand of essential 
oils; recommending their use would ensure safety.  But, unfortunately, businesses can change and cer-
tainly most are not focused on “bird safety” as their defining quality selection.  But, as a veterinarian in 
charge of my patients’ welfare, responsible for the outcome of my recommendations, and as someone 
who shares their home with birds…you can bet my personal selection process includes “safe for birds”!

The only way I knew to truly ensure that the quality of essential oil I recommended was “birdie wor-
thy” – was to evaluate it directly for myself.  With essential oils that can change with every harvest and 
lot number, this became even more important.  Sometimes I will find that one year’s production of an 
essential oil is more appropriate to use with animals than another.  These slight (but very important) 
fluctuations drove me to provide a source of essential oils for my patients, friends, and beloved critters 
- that would be screened directly with the intention of their use with animals.  And animalEO was born!  
Not only could I create blends that were “perfect” for the animal or condition it was intended for, but 
I could ensure that every essential oil added into that mixture had been fully evaluated and used with 
animals, before it ever would be available for use.

Essential oils continue to be my passion, as they give me so many options that traditional medications 
just cannot provide.  I can use oils right alongside of my traditional therapies, and sometimes com-
pletely instead of them.  When all else fails, I always find some sort of help with the use of essential 
oils; they are easy to use, give broad emotional and physical effects, and act without the side effects of 
conventional medications. 

To me, essential oils are simply amazing!

Essential Oils for our Feathered Friends
by: Melissa Shelton DVM

Holistic Avian Veterinarian



Building a relationship with your bird should be a positive experience 

Learn to work with your bird’s natural behaviors 

You , your family and your bird can have a 
life together that works for all of you 

www.ABCbirds.com   281‐217‐0614  ParrotHelp@abcbirds.com 

Jamie Whittaker 
Certified Parrot Behavior Consultant 
Telephone or in person consults 

 
 
 
 
            

              

                  BOOMZOOKEE 
               BIRD TOYS 

 

 Nancy Marbach       www.BoomzookeeBirdToys.com 
 (281) 610-2592   BoomzookeeBirdToys@yahoo.com



 Parrot Websites 
Conservation:
http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/national/bolivia/  (Bolivian Macaws)
http://www.indonesian-parrot-project.org/  (Indonesian Parrot Project)
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/trip-report-lp-foundation-parrots.html  (Loro Parque)
http://www.parrots.org/  (The World Parrot Trust)
http://www.parrotsinternational.org/  (Parrots International)
http://vtpb-www2.cvm.tamu.edu/brightsmith/  (Tambopata Macaw Project)

Nutrition:
http://www.topschatter.com/organic/205-soaked-organic-all-in-one-parrot-food/ 
http://www.bestbirdfoodever.com/
http://totallyorganics.com/products.php?cat=6 
http://www.organicbirdfood.com/organic-bird-food/Dynamo-Sprout-Mixes/c23/p33/Dynamo-Sprout-Mixes/
product_info.html 
http://www.landofvos.com/eclectus.html 

Foraging & Enrichment
http://www.parrotenrichment.com/home.html  
http://www.avianpublications.com/items/behavior/itemDVD10.htm  (Captive foraging)
http://www.avianenrichment.com/forum/forum.php 
http://www.avianenrichment.com 

Training & Behavior:
http://www.onafricanwings.com/clipping.htm (Why not to clip)
http://carlylusflightblog.com/training-resources/   (Flight Training resources)
http://www.behaviorworks.com (Susan Friedman)
http://www.goodbirdinc.com/  (Barbara Heidenreich)

Other Resouces:
http://www.arndt-verlag.com/  (a lexicon of parrots)
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/pickinparrots/?yguid=48438728 (Pickin’ Parrots)
http://www.parrotfestival.org

Sanctuaries:
http://www.thelandingzone.com



Unrelated parent reared (through weaning)

and hand reared juveniles for breeding
Captive bred permit required for Golden Conures

Breeding for the Future!

662-673-8100
 Email: NancySpeed@att.net

www.PPatchParrots.com 

Red-fronted Macaws and Golden Conures

Proud Supporter of NPRPF!

We are proud to use these products:



• Ultra �ne highly palatable powder does not cake over time
• Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration
• Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing in most seed/vegetable/fruit diets
• Extra vitamin C and E for increased breeding and as antioxidants
• Calcium gluconate carrier adds required calcium which is de�cient in most other

supplements
• Exotic fruit �avoring without added sugar which

can promote pathogenic organisms
• Lysine and Methionine amino acids improve diet

protein quality
• Unique combination of enzymes and acidi�ers to

improve digestion
• Micro-encapsulated Bene�cial Bacteria (Probiotics)

keep birds in top condition
#82105

#82105

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM
VITAMIN, MINERAL AND
LIMITING AMINO ACID
SUPPLEMENT

Years of formulating and �eld testing have resulted in the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelled above all other supplements in providing all species of companion birds with their required
nutrients. Prime , however, is not a dumping ground for every nutrient known to man - ingredients were
selected strictly on the basis of need . This results in higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurate dosage administration, we recommend Prime be sprinkled over your bird's favorite fruits
and vegetables.

MAKES A GREAT ADDITIVE TO EGG AND NESTING FOODS.

THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE TOTAL 
NUTRITION FOR ALL CAGE BIRDS.

• CONCENTRATED VITAMIN, 
MINERAL, AMINO ACID 
SUPPLEMENT

• SUPPLÉMENT CONCENTRÉ DE 
VITAMINES, DE MINÉRAUX ET 
D'ACIDES AMINÉS

• ZUR KONZENTRIERTEN
ERGÄNZUNG MIT VITAMINEN,
MINERALIEN UND AMINOSÄURE

• SUPLEMENTO CONCENTRADO
DE VITAMINALES, AMINOACIDOS
Y PROBIOTICS

#82102

CONCENTRATED 
VITAMIN, MINERAL,

AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

#82105

#82105

#82106

#82110

Available sizes: #82102 - 20g, #82105 - 70g, 
#82106 - 0.88 lb, #82110 - 4.4 lbs

HARI'S WEB SITE: www.hagen.com/hari
Distributed by:
U.S.A.: Rolf C. Hagen (U.S.A.) Corp ., Mans�eld Ma. 02048
In U.S.A. call: Tel.: 1-888-BY-HAGEN for local distributor.
Canada: Rolf C. Hagen Inc. , Montreal, QC H9X 0A2



NPRPF
Parrot Festival
2015 Speakers

Melanie Allen
Companion Bird Owner-Self Assessment

Alycia Antheunisse
Legislation 101

Jason Crean
The Incorporation of Raw, Whole Foods 

and Teas in Avian Husbandry

Barbara Heidenriech
Training Animals to Cooperate in Medical Care 

and Overcoming Fear Responses

Dr. Sharman Hoppes, DVM
Update of Current research at the Schubot 

Exotic Bird Health Center

Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, DVM
Psittacine Psychotherapy: An Introduction To 

Parrot Behavior Problems and Solutions

Adrianne Mock
All I Know About My Birds 
I Learned on the Internet

Robin Shewokis
Ten Things You Can Make Out Of PVC 

In 15 Minutes Or Less

Caroline Stahala
Social Nesting in Amazon Parrots 

and How This Effects Conservation



Melanie Allen got her start with Parrots in the 1980’s when she purchased her first parrot, a 
yellow-naped amazon-who suffered from chronic health issues that stemmed from poor 

nutrition and inadequate care. For Allen, that 
bird was the beginning of a long standing 
relationship with all that encompasses parrots 
including a drive to educate avian enthusiasts on 
good quality pet care, responsible captive 
breeding program, avian medicine as well as 
legislative and conservational issues. 

Allen has worked for Rolf C. Hagen (USA) 
Corp.  as the avian product specialist since 1997. 
Today, she works closely with aviculturists, retail 
stores, and companion pet owners and attends 
many U.S. “Avi-Industry” conventions, includ-
ing the American Federation of Avicultural, 
Avicultural Society of America, and Parrot 

Festival on behalf of Hagen and the Hagen Avicultural Research Institute (HARI). Allen also 
serves as president of Florida Federation of Aviculture, Inc. , as well as a  Board Member for 
National Parrot Rescue & Preservation Foundation. 

Be proactive with your parrot’s nutrition! Anyone who cares for 
a parrot should know that proper nutrition is essential in overall 
health and care. But, how do 
you know if the diet is really 
working for your bird. As 
parrot caretakers, we offer 
the best diets available, but 
malnutrition is often the 
cause of  many health 

issues that challenge our parrots. Nutrition for all parrots 
whether they are wild or captive is a matter of science. 
And, it’s also a matter of lifestyle! 

Learn how to tell if you’re doing it right!

Companion Bird Owner-Self Assessment

Melanie Allen



Legislation 101

Alycia Antheunisse
Owner, Cedar Hill Birds and AvianPRO

Alycia Antheunisse has always had animals in her life.  She was born into a ranching family and lived on a 500 
acre sheep and cattle ranch until she was 22 years old.  Working with her grandfather every day taught her the 
respect of animals, common sense, and a deeply rooted work ethic that keeps her grounded in what is now one 
of the largest and most respected exotic bird businesses in the world.  In 1996 Alycia reconnected with her now 
husband Eric Antheunisse and founder of Cedar Hill Birds.  Together they have built a business that circles the 
globe and encompasses all aspects of aviculture.
Today, Alycia is instrumental in all aspects of handrearing: from nestbox to perch, public and resale.  Although 
she tends to be more involved with the public, education, etc, Alycia does enjoy the breeding aspect of aviculture 
as well.  Together she and Eric work daily to provide their flock with the proper diet, environment, and enrich-
ment that leads to consistent and strong production in what would be considered a commercial setting.  Stream-
lining their operation has proven beneficial for all species, conures to macaws, lories to cockatoos.
Alycia is the driving force for Cedar Hill’s  sister company, Avian Pro.  AvianPRO is a culmination of 30years 
experience with diets and products used within the business now being offered to the general public.  In addi-
tion to parrot pellets, lory diets, and supplies, Alycia has aquired the company TEAKS Tea4Beaks partnering 
with Jason Crean. Together, Alycia and Jason are working diligently to create new tea blends, zoo animal blends 
and insectivorous diets to supply a demand in the market.  Under the guidance of biologist Mr. Crean, Dr. Karen 
Becker, and zoological curators Alycia strives to provide premium diets and holistic options for bird and animal 
lovers worldwide. 
Currently Alycia is President of the Exotic Animal Foundation, a 501c organization with a passion for teaching 
about the amazing world of aviculture.  Alycia is joined by her daughter Ashle and together they visit schools and 
other gatherings bringing birds and tortoises for all to touch, experience and learn about.  Together Alycia and 
Ashle share their passion with others sharing why aviculture is an amazing science and art.
In addition Alycia is the Director of Aviculture for Isabella’s Aviary, LLC located in Seattle Washington.  As 
Director of Aviculture she is in charge of all aspects of avian care.  She works with the other board members 
to develop protocols on all aspects of bird care, write care sheets for 
newly adopted birds, develop FAQ sheets, etc.  Alycia is responsible for 
directing the organizations breeding activities, including when and if 
this is appropriate to add or remove birds from the breeding program.  
Alycia frequently collaborates with other departments to ensure all 
presented information related to care is consistent and appropriate.  
Alycia continues to work with national and international avian clubs 
to spur interest between the avicultural community and Isabella’s Avi-
ary Alliance, LLC.  In addition, she is helping to develop and maintain 
active sponsorship relationships within the community, and serve as 
the official spokeswoman when needed.
Alycia enjoys public speaking and is a strong advocate for aviculture at 
every speaking engagement she delivers.  She understands the impor-
tance of congruence within the industry and works diligently to bring 
ALL aviculturists together for one cause: the right to breed animals 
and keep the industry intact for the future.

Learn to protect your rights as a pet owner and why ordinances, laws and new rules affect us as 
well as responsible breeders, brokers, handlers and trainers.  We need to stand up and make our 
voices heard not only for the present but also for the future. Leave feeling empowered and with a 
game plan!



Jason Crean
Jason Crean, MA, MS is a degreed biologist an avid aviculturist, specializing in the 
propagation of green aracaris and white-backed mousebirds, President of The Avicultural 
Society of Chicagoland, and moderates the Holistic Avian Care group on Facebook. Crean often 
speaks to avicultural groups across the country and acts as consultant to zoos and other 
institutions, including the Chicago Nature Museum and Wildlife Genetics lab at Loyola Medical 
Center in Chicago, Illinois.  He also runs a live animal education program that does free i
nteractive programs for a host of different audiences.  
Crean is also a biology instructor at the high school and 
university level. He is also a curriculum designer and instructor 
in the Education Department at Brookfield Zoo. Crean has been 
awarded the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science 
Teaching by President Obama in 2009, the 2010 High School 
Science Teacher of the Year by the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, as well as awards from the National 
Science Teachers Association, the National Association of Biology 
Teachers, the Illinois Science Teachers Association, among others. 
He has authored several curricula, including the award-winning 
“Zoo Genetics” curriculum (www.xy-zoo.com) and “Harry 
PotterBiology” curriculum (harrypotterbiology.com).  He was 
also recently awarded the “Teacher of Distinction” award by the 
Golden Apple Foundation.   He serves as Vice-President for the Illinois Science Teachers 
Association, Vice-President for the Illinois Association of Biology Teachers, and sits on the 
Board for the Association of Presidential awardees in Science Teaching and the National Science 
Advisory Panel on the national College Board.

When considering avian nutrition, is there really a “complete” diet for birds?  We cannot expect 
to completely replicate the wild diets to which our species have adapted so what can we do?  
Even in the wild, many of the foodstuffs that were once plentiful are on the decline or vary 

greatly from time to time.  What we can do is offer as much dietary diversity as 
possible in an effort to satisfy all of the bird’s individual needs. Food in its 

raw, whole form is the best, most efficient way 
to cover all of the bases. This talk 
will focus on recommendations 

given to zoos and private avicultur-
ists for which the presenter consults, 

which includes providing whole food 
    supplementation in a variety of ways.

The Incorporation of Raw, Whole Foods and Teas 
in Avian Husbandry



The field of animal training is evolving. Animal industry professionals have recognized the 
measurable benefits the application of science based training technology provides for the health 
and welfare of avian and exotic species kept as companion animals and for species exhibited 
in zoos. With an emphasis on positive reinforcement training strategies, avian, exotic and zoo 
animals are frequently being trained to cooperate in veterinary procedures and preventative care. 

This noncoercive approach allows caregivers to suc-
cessfully attend to the animal’s health, reduces stress 
and supports a positive welfare state for the patient. 
This presentation will explain the 
application of science based training technology to 
train desired medical behaviors. It will also feature 
extensive video examples of many different avian, 
exotic and zoo species trained to cooperate in 
veterinary procedures. 

Barbara Heidenreich

In 1982 Barbara Heidenreich secured her first job working with animals in 
a veterinary hospital. After exploring different animal related jobs and re-
ceiving her degree in Zoology from UC Davis in 1990, Barbara started her 
career as an animal trainer in a zoological park. She has been a professional 
trainer ever since.  
Barbara provides consulting services to zoos, nature centers and other ani-
mal facilities. She lectures regularly to the veterinary community and is an 
adjunct clinical instructor at Texas A & M University, Veterinary Medicine 
and Biological Sciences. Barbara is a former president of the International 
Association of Avian Trainers and Educators (www.IAATE.org) and served 
on the Board of Directors from 1997-2009.  She volunteers her expertise to 
support conservation projects, The Kakapo Recovery Program and the Bird 
Endowment. In her career she has trained animals, trained staff, lectured 
and/or presented shows at over 40 facilities around the world. 
Barbara  has been a featured speaker on animal training in over twenty countries and has been pub-
lished in nine languages. Barbara teaches learning theory as described by the science of behavior analy-
sis. She is also passionate about teaching excellent animal training practical application skills. Barbara is 
thrilled to have had the opportunity to train thousands of animals, from rats to rhinos. This experience 
makes Barbara’s expertise truly unmatched. This hands-on practice with so many different individual 
animals has been invaluable to helping her provide caregivers the tools they need to solve behavior 
problems and have a great relationship with the animals in their lives based on trust. Her goal is to leave 
behind a legacy of kindness to animals by sharing her expertise.  

Professional Animal Trainer     Barbara’s Force Free Animal Training 
Websites: www.BarbarasFFAT.com  and www.GoodBirdInc.com

Training Animals to Cooperate in Medical Care 
and Overcoming Fear Responses



Dr. Sharman Hoppes, DVM 
ABVP-Avian  (Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences, Texas A& M University)

Dr. Sharman Hoppes is a Clinical Associate Professor in the zoological medicine service at Texas 
A & M University (TAMU). Dr. Hoppes earned her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from Oklahoma 

State University in 1993. Prior to that she worked as a registered nurse 
for 10 years caring for human patients. She completed an avian medicine 
and surgery residency in 1999 at North Carolina State University and 
became a Diplomate of the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners 
in avian practice in 2000. She is a Past-President (2012-2013) of the 
Association of Avian Veterinarians, and is also an active member of the 
Association of Exotic Mammal Veterinarians, the Association of Reptile 
and Amphibian Veterinarians and the American Veterinary Society of 
Animal Behavior.  Dr.Hoppes  joined TAMU in 2006 and her research 
interests include avian analgesia and Avian Bornavirus in parrots 
through her work at the Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center and exotic 
and avian behavior and enrichment. She is married, has 2 beautiful step 
daughters and has 4 dogs, 3 cats, 3 rats and 14 pet birds.

Texas A&M University and the Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center are currently collaborating on many areas 
of avian health and medical care.  We have been involved in the study of Avian bornavirus and proventricular 
dilatation disease since 2005 and are currently looking at development of a vaccine, the role of anti-ganglioside 
antibodies in the diagnosis of the disease, treatment options, transmission studies and the epidemiology of ABV 
in wild birds.

After completing the genome project on the Scarlet macaw, we are continuing to look at the genome of several 
other birds; including the blue and gold macaw, the Hyacinth macaw and the whooping crane.Texas A&M and 
the Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center continue to support and are actively involved in the Tambopata Research 
Center’s Conservation projects. We continue to obtain clinical pathology data on wild adult and juvenile 
macaws, monitor growth rates of Scarlet macaw chicks and monitor clay lick activity of numerous species of 
parrots. Much of our activities are not only to support keeping stable numbers of wild parrots in the rainforest 
but also to obtain data from wild parrots that will help us provide better care and nutrition of captive bred 
parrots.

Texas A&M University also has a close relationship with the Wildlife Center of Houston. We assist with injured 
wild life care, providing advanced medical treatments, imaging and surgery for complicated or critical cases. 
We also are active in local and national oil spill response training.The Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center is also 
committed to providing an improved quality of life for research birds. We provide regular enrichment for our 
birds and provide ongoing positive reinforcement training to our large parrots with the goal that they willingly 
participate in their veterinary care and medical treatments vs being netted and forced. We work closely with Bar-
bara Heidenreich a professional bird trainer to meet these goals. Texas A&M University and the Schubot Exotic 
Bird Health Center are committed to improving the life of birds in captivity and maintaining birds in the wild.

Update of Current Research 
Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center 

(From ABV to the Tambopata Research Center)



Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, DVM
Dr. Alicia McLaughlin, DVM, is an associate veterinarian at the Center for Bird and Exotic 

Animal Medicine in Bothell, WA.  She achieved 
her veterinary degree from Oklahoma State 
University, and is currently working towards 
board certification as a specialist in avian 
medicine.  She has a passion for providing 
exceptional quality medical services and 
compassionate care to her patients and their 
families.  In her spare time, Dr. McLaughlin 
enjoys relaxing with her husband in the great 
outdoors and providing environmental 
enrichment for her furred, feathered, and scaly 
pets.

Psittacine Psychotherapy
An Introduction To Parrot Behavior 

Problems & Solutions

Behavior problems are a very common cause of animals being re-homed, relinquished to a 
shelter, or euthanized.  Psittacine birds in particular 
display a high percentage of undesirable 
behaviors in captive environments.  Some of 
these behaviors are manifested due to 
inappropriate husbandry; others can be traced 
back to physiologic abnormalities, past 
emotional trauma, abnormal human-animal 
bonds, etc.  In many cases, these behaviors are 
unintentionally reinforced by owners, leading to 
escalating conflicts.  This presentation will 
review basic behavioral concepts, common 
misunderstandings, veterinary approach/
involvement in treatment, development of a 
behavioral treatment plan, and management of 
outcomes.



Adrianne Mock
Adrianne literally grew up surrounded by a variety of animals, including Doberman Pinchers her family raised, various 
cats,  2 squirrel monkeys, tortoises, squirrels, small birds rescued from ‘certain death by cat’, geese and ducks, snakes (well, 
ONE snake…that  lasted until her mom found it in HER bedroom…) and more.
When she moved to CA to attend college at UCSD she found herself ‘petless’ for the first time –and promptly purchased 
her first parrot . He was a Congo African Grey named Captain. He lived in the dorms with her, and became very popular 
among the staff and students. 
While still a student, she met her soon-to-be husband Guy, and quickly introduced 
him to the world of birds. After Captain, there was a cockatiel, a Noble Macaw, and a 
beautiful umbrella cockatoo hen named Emma… who was unable to remain with them 
for long, as she unfortunately was only interested in rearranging Adrianne’s face. At that 
time there was not much information on the use of Applied Behavior, positive rein-
forcement, or training to work with a bird that was simply too dangerous.  Emma ended 
up with a couple that she fell in love with though… and Adrianne still thinks of her a 
lot.
After Emma Corky, a 6-month old umbrella cockatoo joined the family, then Angel , 
a 10-month old bare-eye cockatoo, both still with us (Corky is now 14, Angel is 30!). 
Guy and Adrianne joined a local parrot rehabilitation and rehoming organization, 
and added to the parrot flock – another umbrella cockatoo Sydney (now 30 years old 
and Corky’s mate), 2  mollucan cockatoos now 22 years old , a blue and gold macaw, 
an African grey and more, including a small flock of zebra finches. Adrianne and Guy 
continue to work with birds and their owners on the topics of training, behavior modifi-
cation, aviary building, nutrition and more.
Adrianne has spoken on topics including  “Bird Behavior and Body Language”, “Train-
ing”, “Environmental Enrichment,” “Birds in the Classroom” , How to get your birds to 
eat new foods, and other topics for various bird clubs both locally in Southern Califor-
nia as well as in Las Vegas, Utah and Arizona, and for the American Federation of Aviculture and the Avicultural Society of 
America. 
She is a member of the American Federation of Aviculture, Avicultural Society of America, International Association of 
Avian Trainers and Educators; San Diego Bird Breeders, San Diego Finch and Softbill Society, Hookbill Hobbyists as well as 
several online groups and organizations.
Adrianne is  one of the tutors helping other bird owners on Dr. Susan Friedman’s Parrot Behavior Analysis Solutions 
(PBAS) list, and is active on 2 bird clicker training lists as well as several pet bird yahoo  and Facebook groups , plus the 
National pet-law list at yahoo groups –and is always interested in helping birds STAY in their homes.

All I Know About My Birds 
I Learned on the Internet

The internet is a great resource – you can find nearly ANY-
THING there. Using it wisely and sorting out the useful, relevant 
and factual information can be a bit difficult at times. 
Anyone can become an ‘instant expert’ online, and it is important 
to be able to figure out what information is correct, what is hype, 
misinformation or just plain wrong. Keeping birds (parrots, soft-
bills, finches, canaries or ‘other’) is not easy – there are probably 
as many ways to keep birds successfully as there are… birds. 
With a little bit of humor, this presentation will discuss your 3 
best friends online, using search terms effectively, and uncover 
some of the myths and facts that are ‘out there’ , all in the hopes 
of helping current and potential bird owners with their birds. 



Robin Shewokis
Robin Shewokis is the owner of The Leather Elves. The Leather Elves started as a family 
business that created enrichment for companion parrots.  After working with several facilities 
that housed collections of parrots Robin realized that there was a need for enrichment targeting 

other species.  Since then Robin has consulted at zoos in 
the US, Canada, Holland, and New Zealand and distributes 
enrichment products worldwide.  

In the companion parrot community Robin has spoken at 
numerous parrot clubs and conducted workshops that help 
companion bird owners create a stimulating captive 
environment. Robin has published articles on enrichment 
in national and international publications. 

Robin is a member of The American Association of 
Zookeepers and The International Association of Avian 
Trainers and Educators.  She is a board member of IAATE 
and chairs their enrichment committee. Robin is a 
commercial member of AFA and the Massachusetts State 
Coordinator and president elect of IAATE.

•	 To	provide	participants	with	some	simple	devices	to	make	from	PVC	while	at	the	same	time	getting	
  them to think about enrichment as a process.
•	 To	encourage	participants	to	consider	all	a	bird’s	senses	when	designing	enrichment.	
•	 To	promote	dialogue	among	participants	to	foster	a	culture	of	sharing.

 A short power point presentation will review some basic enrichment theory.  The presentation touches upon 
the types of enrichment including dietary, olfactory, auditory, tactile, social and visual.  Quick simple, ideas for 
enrichment in each category were discussed. 

Following the PowerPoint the participants will split into small groups.  Each group will be given a set of materials 
and an instruction sheet.  The task is to create the given item in the time allotted.  Groups work together follow-
ing the instructions.  In addition to creating the devices the participants will be adding sensory dimensions to 
some of the more basic devices.  They will collectively brainstorm how to improve on the very basic devices they 
have created.  Once all the groups have completed their device a spokesperson from each group will explain their 
device and how they have modified it and improved on the basic design.  

At the end of the session each participant will receive a raffle ticket and a drawing will be  held for the devices. 
Each participant will be given a handout containing instructions for all 10 devices created at the workshop. 

10 Devices you can make out of PVC 
in 15 minutes or less



Caroline Stahala
Caroline Stahala’s research interest includes population and behavioral 
ecology of avian species for their future conservation. She holds a Master’s 
degree from NorthCarolina State University and is currently completing a 
dissertation at Florida State University.  Her long term research has focused 
on the ecology and behavior of the birds in the Bahamas, particularly the 
Bahama Parrot (Amazona leucocephala bahamensis). Currently she is 
based out of Panama City, Florida working for Audubon Florida as the  
Florida panhandle program manager.

Parrots in the wild are known to be social beings in every way, from morning to evening they 
are roosting in groups, foraging in groups or flying in pairs from one site to another.  Therefore, 
it may not be surprising but some parrots even nest in groups or neighborhoods.  The Bahama 
parrot, a subspecies of the Cuban Amazon, exhibits this neighborhood nesting behavior. 
My research has focused on determining why the Bahama parrots on Abaco Island form these 
nesting neighborhood.  I explored various hypotheses for this behavior including the possibil-
ity that these neighborhoods are composed of related individuals; that there is an element in the 
environment that provides suitable habitat in one area over another; or that there is a survival or 
reproductive advantage to nesting close to other parrots.  Understanding how and why parrots 
distribute themselves in their habitat allow us to make better conservation decisions as it relates 
to their nest sites. 

Social Nesting in Amazon Parrots 
& How This Effects Conservation



We have books, DVDs, CDs, sprouts and sprouting 
jars, gifts, art work, jewelry, and other parrot 
related items. The Feather Mart also carries 

various parrot related items that are made by 
individual artists. The proceeds go toward NPRPF 

endeavors and to the general mission of NPRPF.

You can find us in the Raffle Room at Parrot Festival

Vendors at 
Parrot Festival 2015

Listed on the few pages



Phone: 512-585-9800    
Fax: 512-858-7029 

Email: afaoffice@earthlink.net 

The mission and purpose of AFA is promote 
the advancement of aviculture through 
educational programs that enable better 

husbandry, management, and living conditions for exotic birds; promote avian research and conservation of 
exotic birds; keep our members aware of legislative issues that affect aviculture and aviculturists and keep 
legislators aware of the need for fair and equitable regulations. The goal of AFA is to insure long-term, self-
sustaining populations of exotic birds both in captivity and in the wild. Visit their booth to learn how you 
can become a member and do some shopping.

American Federation of Aviculture, Inc.
PO Box 91717

Austin, TX 78709-1717 
Web Site: www.afabirds.org

The Parrot Fund
Amigos de las Aves USA

Janice D. Boyd
Phone: (985) 710-1088

Email: jboyd46@gmail.com

2806 Socorro Ct
College Station, TX 77845
Web: http:parrotfund.org

A US 501(c)(3) public charity formed to further wild parrot 
conservation and captive parrot welfare through 

Conservation, Research and Education to Support to Avian 
Medicine. “Wild Parrots -- Keep Them Flying!”

We have hard to find books, quiet & not messy plush birds, parrot 
conservations magnets and pins and coaseter sets for sale.

Support Parrot Festival
by Shopping at 

Parrot Festival Vendors



Alycia Antheunisse
Phone: 209-333-2185

Email: cedarhillbirds@aol.com

AvianPro

TEAKS Teas, Lory Diets, pelleted diets, etc.

10275 E. Underwood Rd.
Acampo, Ca  95220

Web Site: www.avianpro.com

Antique Beak:   Specializing in Vintage and 
Limited Edition Parrot & Wild Bird Collectibles 

~ for the feather-brained!

Beak Chic:   Avian themed jewelry and 
accessories.....from Vintage to Fabulous!

Antique Beak & Beak Chic
Jennifer Asencio 

Phone: 281-350-4284 
Email: jennifer@antiquebeak.com  

Email: beakchic@gmail.com

2211 Arendale Lane 
Spring, TX  77386   

Web Site: www.antiquebeak.com 
Web Site:  www.beakchic.com 

Come See Rick Jordan’s Custon Tote Collection!
World Renown author, Rick Jordan is a man of many talents.
come see his first time ever array of custon sewn tote bags.

Show Prices: 
Small: $20.00   
Large:  $25.00

Small Delux: $25.00
Large Deluxe $30.00  

Any Old Bag Dot Com
Rick Jordan

Phone: 512-508-3234
Email: hatch111@earthlink.net

111 Barton Bend Rd.
Dripping Spring, TX  78620

Web Site: www.anyoldbag.com

Support Parrot Festival by Shopping at Parrot Festival Vendors

Thank You Dennis for photography!



Crazy K Farm Pet and Poultry Products, LLC
Tobi Kosanke 

Phone: 800-980-4165    
Fax: 800-980-4164

Email: info@crazykfarm.com

Crazy K Farm Pet and Poultry Products, LLC, Manufactures the Avian Haven hut and other products that help pets thrive and 
become better family members.

28384 Mellman Rd 
Hempstead, TX 77445

 Web Site: www.crazykfarm.com/

Boomzookee Bird Toys
Nancy Marbach 

Phone: 281-610-2592 
Email: boomzookeebirdtoys@yahoo.com 

Boomzookee Bird Toys was created to provide your feathered friends with fun, exciting 
toys and safety as the top priority. Since my birds are the most important things in my life 
(besides my spouse), I took a part of each of their names, Boomer (Congo African Grey), 
Kazoo (Red Front Macaw) and Yankee Doodle (Timneh African Grey) and came up with 
Boomzookee! This was one way I could acknowledge the love I have for these wonderful 
creatures. I design all toys with the hope that your birds will have as much fun destroying 
them as I did making them!

Humble, Texas
Web Site: www.boomzookeebirdtoys.com/

Caitec Corporation
Barbara Vacca

 Phone: 410-644-9998
Email: BVacca@caitec.com

1120 Whistler Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21223

Web Site: www.caitec.com

Caitec Corp. manufactures and distributes a wide range of high-quality, pet-safe 
products including Creative Foraging Systems and Natures Instinct foraging toys and 

devices, Perch n’ Go bird carrier, Acrobird play gyms, Featherland cages and new Oven 
Fresh Bites™ baked bird food and Baked Birdie Munchies™ bird treats.  We strive to 

ensure that every product that we design and manufacture will meet the expectations of 
our customers in terms of performance and quality and we are committed to providing 

uncompromising customer service.

Bernie’s Creations
Bernie Carrico or Dennis King 

Phone: 713-641-3978 
Email: glassandart@berniescreations.com

7463 Santa Fe 
Houston, TX 77061 

Web Site: www.berniescreations.com

Original art, drawings and paintings by Bernie Carrico. Custom stained glass, 
wood creations, crafts and unique gift items. We also do custom framing.

Wildlife photographer, Dennis King (your Parrot Festival photographer) will 
have framed and ready to frame prints of some of his favorite wildlife shots.



Epic Bird Toys LLC
* A PLAYFUL BIRD IS A HAPPY BIRD * A HAPPY BIRD IS A HEALTHY BIRD *

Ron & Joyce Hughes
Phone: 303-955-7603

Email: epicbirdtoys@yahoo.com

5810 Sherman Way
Centinnial, Colorado  80121
Web:  www.epicbirdtoys.com

Epic Bird Toys originally started doing business in the year 2000. Roy and 
Joyce Hughes started the business by designing, building, and selling acrylic 
bird toys in Colorado. They are now working to expand the business to the 
other forty-nine states.

Our first introduction of Epic Bird Toys, acrylic toys were the Helicopters, 
Tear Drops and the Macaw Chew Toy. After, the success of these three toys, 
several more toys were designed and marketed. Epic Bird Toys have been 
marketing to Colorado parrot enthusiasts for the past ten years. Parrot owners 

find these toys a value for their dollar. These toys are dishwasher safe, so they are easily cleaned. Parrots 
love the colors, texture and the interaction of these toys.

Centurion Cage Co. & Centurion Aviaries
316- 259-3633 

Email:  centurion@cox.net http://centurionaviaries.com/

Centurion Aviaries & Cage Co. has manufactured an increasingly fine line of cages for 
the avian market. We have always strived to improve our products and adapted to the 
needs and desires of our customers. Centurion Aviaries offer you a complete support 
system, instructions for assemble and exterior preparation, accessories to complete your 
pets new home and phone consultation if needed to assure you every detail is addressed. 
Because of this, we have a loyal customer base and are recognized nationally for quality 
and devotion to safety. Let us help you build a near perfect home & activity center for 
your feathered family member.

Busy Beaks are Happy Beaks™ is your one-stop parrot toy shop and home of Busy 
Beaks toys! Distributor for Art by Ludo, Bell Plastics, Birds of Play, Brainy Bird 

Toys, Cage ‘n Queen, Fun Max Toys, Molly’s Bird Toys, Paradise Bird toys, Planet 
Pleasures, Polly Wanna Pinatas, Life’s Great Poop Off, Super Bird Creations, Wesco 

Bird Kabobs plus unique bottle holders and gift ideas we will be offering show 
specials and welcome wholesale inquiries. To make sure you’re not disappointed 

(since we can’t bring everything) you’re welcome to order from our website 
www.busybeaks.com and have it delivered to the Parrot Festival!      SHIPPING 

AVAILABLE, TOO!

Busy Beaks
Jan Graham

 Phone: 936-344-8400 
Email: busybeakstoys@aol.com

458 Lucher Rd. 
Willis, TX 77378 

Web Site: www.busybeaks.com



We have books, DVDs, CDs, sprouts and sprouting jars, gifts, 
art work, jewelry, and other parrot related items. The Feather 
Mart also carries various parrot related items that are made by 
individual artists. The proceeds go toward NPRPF endeavors 

and to the general mission of NPRPF.

NPRPF
Phone: 713-557-BIRD  

P O Box 307
Altair, TX 77412

Web: www.parrotfestival.org

Feather Mart

Feather Jewels
Cheryl Rose 

Phone: 713-444-6500 
Email: cherylrose2000@yahoo.com

Designs inspired by the “Feathered Jewels” we call parrots. 
Also, featuring designs by The Caged Fox.

Representing AnimalEO essential oils for Parrots and other animals.
Essential Oil Jewelry.

P.O. Box 335 
Altair, TX 77412-0335 

http://www.facebook.com/chersfeatherjewels

The Flying Gourmet
The World’s Best Bird Bread

 Elizabeth Fuehr 
Phone: 505-946-7182 

The nutritional needs of your birds are our foremost concern.
Our breads and treats are made from 100% Human grade organic 

grains, fruits, nuts and flour. We mill our own flour using Harrison’s 
High Potency organic pellets and use organic oils including Red 

palm and coconut oils.

Our Pine Cone toys are 100% natural, pesticide free toys that will 
provide hours of shredding and foraging fun.

A Healthy Bird is a a Happy Bird!               Feed Happiness!

Web: www.theflyinggourmet.net
Email: bestbirdbread@aol.com

Support Parrot Festival by Shopping at Parrot Festival Vendors



HARI Approved Bird Food Products offered by Hagen, includingTropican, 
Tropimix, and Prime Vitamins and Minerals. We will also feature Living World 

Natures Treasures Toy line and new Clay-Cal. ...ABOUT HARI The Hagen 
Avicultural Research Institute  (HARI) has gained a respected international 

reputation for its work in avian research,  nutrition and husbandry. HARI was 
established in 1985 and continues to evolve into a  world class Psittacine captive 
breeding, nutrition and disease research facility. The range  of fifty parrot species 
at HARI is a good representation of parrots currently in captivity.  Work is continuing on new diets, healthy 
treats, and supplements for those birds. The  breeding and disease research is shared with breeders all over 

the world and HARI  staff have spoken at all major US Avicultural conferences.

Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp.
Melanie Allen 

Phone: 888-294-2436 or 508-339-9531 
Web Site: www.hagen.com/hari 

305 Forbes Blvd. 
Mansfield, MA 02048 
Web Site: www.hari.ca

Thank You Hagen! 
For Sponsoring the Registration Tote Bags!

Support Parrot Festival by 
Shopping at Parrot Festival 

Vendors

Gigi’s Jewelry
Georgia Hayes

Phone: 713-816-9670

  Our unique handmade jewelry is designed using various natural materials, wood, various agates and 
jaspers, turquoise, lava and tiger eye to name a few as well as glass beads and crystals. 

Each piece is one of a kind.

Houston, Texas



Mighty Bird offers a full line of toys for all size birds using unique materials such 
as balsa, virgin cork and basswood.  This year we are especially excited to announce 
that we have purchased Wingtastic Toys from Tom Stuart. Our top priority will be to 
continue the same quality and craftsmanship that we’ve  come to know over the last 

20 years.  We also manufacturer VitaCritter (exquisite bird toy colorant) in its original 
formula. All toys are handmade and assembled in the USA. Wholesale inquiries 

welcome.

Mighty Bird Toys
Rick Markland

Phone: 832-279-9997
www.mightybirdtoys.com

Magnolia, Texas 77355
customerservice@mightybirdtoys.com

Magnolia Seed
Sharon Markland

Phone: 281-731-7404 
Email: swells321@yahoo.com

Magnolia Seed is a distributor of Volkman Seed Products. Volkman has been producing 
quality seeds since 1863. The bird seed products are Feather Glow, Avian Science and 

Premium.

19703Turtle Creek Lane 
Magnolia, TX 77355 

Support Parrot Festival by Shopping at 
Parrot Festival Vendors

Leather Elves
Robin Shewokis 

Phone: 781-331-8557 
Email: BIRDELVES@AOL.com 

Our goal is to make toys that are safe and appealing for companion 
birds. We strive to create unique toys that are unavailable from other 
manufacturers. All our toys are developed with safety in mind and all 
materials are veterinarian approved before included in a toy. Each toy 
is made to order to insure freshness of product and extended shelf life 

for the customer. Making toys to order allows us the flexibility to make 
slight changes to meet customer specifications.

43 Mutton Ln 
Weymouth, MA 02189 

Web Site: www.theleatherelves.com



The Oasis Sanctuary is a 501(c)(3) non-profit Rescue and Retirement 
facility for exotic birds, predominantly CITES I and II endangered 

birds. We offer birds a stable and loving home for the duration of their 
natural lives. We do not sell or breed birds. Nor do we offer birds for 

adoption. The Oasis Sanctuary is proud to have dual accreditation from 
the American Sanctuary Association (ASA) and Global Federation of 

Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS).

Phone: 602-863-1543 (Business Office) 
or 520-212-4737 (Site) 

Email:oasis@the-oasis.org 

The Oasis Sanctuary
P.O. Box 2166

Scottsdale AZ 85252 
Web Site: www.the-oasis.org

Parrot Pockets
Debra Goodrich

Phone: 253-951-4452

It’s Time To FORAGE!  Let us help divide your parrots time and eliminate 
boredom today!  It’s Parrot Pockets--the Ultimate Foraging TOY!  The Ultimate 

experience for your bird while you’re away or there  to watch them play. It’s 
time for our birds to do what they do naturally--work for their food.  Nearly 70 

percent of a wild parrot’s day is spent eating or acquiring food.  Parrot Pockets® 
have been created to fill the need for our birds to work for 
each bite.  Be creative on what to fill it with--nuts, seeds, 

cereal, dry noodles, paper, etc.  No more tossing food out the 
food dish.  It’s time to forage like they are hanging out on a 

clay lick

Web: www.parrotpockets.com 
Email: theparrotlady@earthlink.net

Dripping Springs, TX 78620
Web Site:lyraeperry.weebly.com

Nature & Wildlife Art by Lyrae
Lyrae Perry

Phone: 951-317-1236    
elink22@gmail.com

Original artwork by Lyrae Perry, who works in both oil and watercolor/gouache. 
Limited edition prints available. Small cache boxes with Lyrae’s art are available as 

well-some bear original art, others have prints.  Commissioned art jobs accepted.



Jenniffer Crider
210-454-1703

Converse, Texas
coffee412000@yahoo.com

Sweets & Treats Gone Wild

Cotton Fleece Lined Bird Houses, Cotton seed catchers, 
play tunnels are pet safe mesh with fleece strips woven in holes.          

Red Tail Art
Jill Casteel

Phone: 978-828-4663

Custom designed animal portraits and original animal art by Jill Casteel. Her work is done in acrylic paint 
on various surfaces, pastel pencil on paper and sturdy masonite boards, and the occasional “thrown together 
on the computer” t-shirt design. A small selection of prints are also available. Stop by to order your personal 

piece from your own photographs or just stop by to look at her work. Or watch her work. 

Email: goldfishy76@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Art-by-Jill/143973352284416

Gail Shepard
Phone: 800-345-4767 

Email: gails@zupreem.com

The  history of ZuPreem® started with an idea, and an idea that would change the way we look at the 
role of nutrition in the lives of all animals.  The idea was revolutionary and at the same time very simple.  
It’s an idea that has been passed down through three 
generations from the original founder to the current 
owner.  Please read the rest of the story on the ZuPreem 
website.

ZuPreem manufactures and distributes Exceptional Diets 
for Extraordinary Animals® including premium diets and 
treats for companion birds and diets for small  animals, ferrets, primates, exotic felines and omnivores.  
For over 45 years, the company has been committed to nutrition research and the development of proven 
effective diets for nontraditional pets and zoo animals. The company, whose parent name is Premium 
Nutritional Products, Inc. is located in Shawnee, Kansas, and distributes products worldwide.

ZuPreem
P.O. Box 2094 

Mission, KS 66201
 Web Site: www.zupreem.com 



We would like to take the time to answer some of the most common questions or comments we receive on our 
annual attendee survey. We rely on the comments provided by attendees and vendors to help us choose topics 
and speakers, decide what changes should be made, and generally continue to develop Parrot Festival into a con-
ference with appeal to all types of aviculturists. 

Q: Why do you make announcements before each speaker and take up some of their lecture time? 

A: We never use a speaker’s time to make announcements. The speakers are asked to give a  60-minute lecture, 
including Q&A time, which is scheduled within a 75-minute slot. We do add a note at the top of the weekend 
schedule reminding everyone that the first 15 minutes of the time slot is for announcements and door prizes. 
This gives everyone a chance to come into the ballroom and get settled so that the speaker will be able to begin as 
soon as he or she is introduced. In most cases, we do not use the entire 15 minutes, so the speaker actually gets 
extra time to talk or answer questions. 

Q:Why are there so many “commercial plugs” for the vendors before the lectures or during the auctions/raffle? 

A: We rely on donations from businesses and individuals to keep Registration Fees low. We would appreciate 
everybody’s patience while we take the time to thank our sponsors. Without the revenue made from the auctions 
and raffle, the costs of producing Parrot Festival would be passed on to the attendees through higher Registration 
Fees. 

Q: Why is there only one microphone for the speakers to share at the Forums? 

A:Because only one person should be speaking at a time. When you have several people on a panel, and each 
person has a mike, it can easily turn into a situation where people are talking over each other. With a “pass the 
mike” format, each panelist gets a chance to express his or her ideas without being interrupted. The moderator is 
on the other mike to make sure that all of the panelists get a chance to speak. 

Q: Why was there a schedule change? I missed a speaker because they spoke at a different time/on a different 
day. 

A: Schedule changes are only made when absolutely necessary, and usually at the request of a speaker. Schedule 
changes are usually caused by travel related issues. Because we make the schedule so early, flight changes can 
occur, inbound or outbound, that forces us to change a speaker’s time or day with another. We announce and 
publicly post changes as soon as we know them.

Q: I have requested the same speaker every year, yet they have not appeared at Parrot Festival and you seem to 
have the same speakers year after year.

A: There can be many reasons why you have not seen your favorite speaker at Parrot Festival. We have invited 
some speakers that have had a scheduling conflict that has prevented them from accepting. We offer the same 
speaker package to all potential speakers; however, some speakers have a standard speaking fee that is much 
higher than what we can afford to pay. There are other speakers we would like to invite, but they may come from 

Parrot Festival Questions & Answers



an area where the airfare would be too expensive. We welcome and appreciate individuals and/or businesses of-
fering to sponsor the speaker by paying the extra costs. 

Q: Why is the ballroom too hot or too cold? 

A:When you have a large group of people, it is impossible to keep the temperature at a level that is comfort-
able to everyone. We typically keep the ballroom on the cooler side because it is easier to warm up by putting 
on a sweater than it is to cool down if it gets too hot and stuffy in the ballroom. Also, sometimes a speaker may 
request a certain temperature. 

Q:Why do I see some of the same items in the raffle each year? 

A:Sometimes we get several of the same item, and we may choose to only put out one each year. Some people 
donate the same things every year. Sometimes we have unclaimed raffle prizes that are put back out the next year. 
We make every attempt to get a raffle prize to you if you have to leave before the drawing on Sunday, but some-
times the phone number that was provided no longer works, and sometimes the winner does not respond or is 
not willing to pay shipping costs. Raffle policies are posted at Registration and on many of the raffle tables. 

Q: I have suggested a new vendor, but I was told that you were not accepting anymore vendors in that category. 
Why don’t you replace some of the old vendors to give a new vendor a chance? 

A:We rely on our vendors to help make Parrot Festival a success. We have a strong loyalty to our regular ven-
dors, and we would not consider replacing a vendor who has always followed our strict vendor guidelines and 
has always provided quality products or services to our attendees. We do limit the number of vendors who sell 
certain products so that we can continue to offer a wide variety of vendors for you to shop with. Although this 
may mean that some vendors will never have a chance to have a booth at Parrot Festival, those vendors are 
always welcome to advertise in our program book, have their advertising included in the registration packets, or 
donate something in order to show attendees an example of their products. 

Q:Why do some of the vendors bid on their own donated items at the Auction? 

A:Vendors are NOT bidding on the items they have donated. Many of our vendors are pet bird owners or breed-
ers, and all of them love birds. They have just as much right to bid on auction items as anybody else, their bids 
are legitimate, and they do have to pay if they are the high bidder. NPRPF & Parrot Festival staff members also 
often bid, and they too must follow the same auction rules as anybody. High bids on the silent auction sheets are 
highlighted before the sheets are picked up so that nobody can bid once the sheets have been collected. 

Q:Why do some people win so much at the raffle? Why do the volunteers or staff win so much at the raffle? 

A:Everybody pays the same price for raffle tickets, no matter who they are. Many people have a designated 
amount that they plan to donate to NPRPF each year, and they choose to donate this money by buying raffle 
tickets. 

Thank You



Code	   Year	   Speaker	   Title	  
NA10 2010	   Antinoff, Dr. Natalie Obesity in Birds, Causes and Consequences 
NA11 2011	   Antinoff, Dr. Natalie When is a Feather Picker Not Really a Feather Picker	  
NA12 2012	   Antinoff, Dr. Natalie Avian First Aid 
NA13 2013	   Antinoff, Dr. Natalie Feathers and Flight 
CB10 2010	   Biro, Chris Indoor Flight Training 
JB10 2010	   Birmingham, Josee Versatile living quarters & lifestyle for your parrot. How this can benefit a long 

lasting relationship with your avian companion 
JBR11 2011	   Brisco, VMD, Dipl ABVP, 

Jeleen 
Government	  Regulations	  for	  the	  Animal	  Welfare	  Act	  and	  Birds.	  How	  it	  could	  
affect	  you!	  

SC11 2011	   Clubb, Dr. Susan Feather	  Damaging	  Behavior	  in	  Parrots	  
JC13 2013	   Crean, Jason Tea	  for	  Toos	  &	  Other	  Birds,	  Too	  
KC11 2011	   Csaky, Kashmir Understanding	  Reinforcement	  and	  Punishment	  
SE11 2011	   Echols, Dr. Scott Avian Enrichment 
WF11 2011	   Frey,	  Dr.	  Walt How the Proper Habitat Leads to Happy Parrots; Planted Aviaries 
DG13 2013	   Goodrich,	  Debbie	   Parrot	  Gone	  Wild:	  A	  Show	  for	  Parrot	  Lovers	  
BH10 2010	   Heidenreich,	  Barbara Addressing	  Behavior	  Problems	  
BH11 2011	   Heidenreich, Barbara A Good Start to A Good Bird – How to Raise and Train a Great Companion 

Parrot 
SH10 2010	   Hoppes, Dr. Sharman Update	  on	  PDD	  at	  Texas	  A&M	  University	  
RJ11 2011	   Jordan, Rick Aviculture: Is there a future? 
LJ11 2011	   Joyner, Dr. LoraKim Compassionate	  Conservation	  
JP10 2010	   Pattison,	  Jean The	  African	  Species	  
DP11 2011	   Phalen, Dr David 

 
1)	  The	  University	  of	  Sydney	  Wildlife	  Health	  and	  Conservation	  Centre.	  	  	  
2) Conservation of Australian Parrots – Can we save them all? 

PH12 2012	   Photos Photograph	  Array	  by	  Dennis	  King	  
PH13 2013	   Photos	   Photograph	  Array	  by	  Dennis	  King 
PR12 2012	   Program Full program with speaker notes on DVD.	  
PR13	   2013	   Program	   Full program with speaker notes on DVD	  
QA10	   2010 Q&A	  Forum All	  About	  Parrots.	  Q	  &	  A	  Forum:	  All	  speakers	  and	  guests.	  
QA11 2011	   Q&A Forum	   All	  About	  Parrots.	  Q	  &	  A	  Forum:	  All	  speakers	  and	  guests.	  
QA12 2012	   Q&A Forum All About Parrots. Q & A Forum: All speakers and guests. 
QA13 2013	   Q&A	  Forum	   All	  About	  Parrots.	  Q	  &	  A	  Forum:	  All	  speakers	  and	  guests	  
MS13 2013	   Schmit,	  Matt	   Colors	  by	  the	  Numbers	  
DMS13 2013	   Shelton,	  Dr.	  Melissa	   Avian	  Aromatherapy	  
RS10 2010	   Shewokis,	  Robin Enriching	  Your	  Parrot’s	  Life 
RS13 2013	   Shewokis, Robin Living the Enriched Life 
DS12 2012	   Sigmon, Daniel "Replacing America's Parrot: Thoughts on the ecological dilemmas presented 

by the Carolina Conure and the Quaker Parrot." 
CS12 2012	   Simmons, Chris Compounding Avian Medicines 
MST13 2013	   Stafford, Dr. Mark What Makes Parrots So Damn Special 
RV12 2012	   Valentin, Ricardo PR-DNER  Puerto Rican Parrot Project at Rio Abajo Forest Reserve: Breeding 

the Puerto Rican Parrot, a minimalist approach. 
FV10 2010	   van	  Sant,	  Dr.	  Fern Move	  It,	  The	  importance	  of	  exercise 
JV12 2012	   Velez, Jafet USFW  Puerto Rican Parrot Project at El Yunque Caribbean National Forest         
BW10 2010	   Wirayduha, Dr. Bayu Nusa	  Penida	  -‐	  a	  Bird	  Sanctuary	  &	  Halfway	  House	  for	  Bird	  &	  Parrot	  

Reintroduction	  in	  Bali,	  Borneo	  &	  other	  parts	  of	  Indonesia 
RW13A 2013 Watson, Ryan Saving the Spix Macaw 
RW13B 2013 Watson, Ryan A Skeptics Guide to Parrots 
WS12	   2012	   Gulf	  Coast	  Exotic	  Bird	  	   Toy	  Workshop	  

	  



Order Form 
Parrot Festival DVDs

Item Description           Price Each         Quantity  Total

Full set of 10 DVD’s   2010 _______________________   $100.00      _______  _______
Full Set of 10 DVD’s    2011 _______________________  $100.00      _______  _______
Full Set of   6 DVD’s    2012________________ ________    $60.00
Full Set of  10 DVD’s   2013 ________________________ $100.00      _______  _______
Full set four years       $300.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
DVD - Speaker’s Name _____________________________  $__.00      _______  _______
    
Shipping up to 11 DVDs __________________________________________  $5.50  _______
Shipping 12 DVDs to 25 DVDs ____________________________________   $8.00  _______ 

Make Check or Money Order Payable to NPRPF
Total ________________________________________________________________                 _______
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________   Phone: Eve: __________________

City State Zip: ___________________________________________    Phone: Day: __________________

Email address: ___________________________________________ 

DVD Prices
  1 DVD ....$15.00 each     2-6 DVDs....$12.50 each     7-10 DVDs....$10.00 each

Complete Year sets will have bonus CD/DVDs and also include
a tin to keep them in. Buy 2010, 2011, & 2012 for $225.00.

Want to order online and pay with PayPal?
http:www. http://www.parrotfestival.org/dvd.html

Mail form  and check or money order to to:
NPRPF DVD Order

P O Box 307
Altair, Texas  77412-0307



The National Parrot 
Rescue & Preservation 

Foundation

Thanks 
You

For your Support!



Parrot Festival 
Comments and Feedback

Your opinions and comments are very important to us! Please take a few minutes to fill out 
this form and drop it in the Feedback Box at the Information Table OR mail your form to the 

address at the bottom of the page. We appreciate your time!
January  2013

1. How did you hear about Parrot Festival?  (Please list specific publication, store, bird show, 
club, member, web site,or advertising.) 

2. Was this your first Parrot Festival?  Yes   No     # of Parrot Festivals attended: 
         
3. What did you enjoy the most about Parrot Festival?         
        
4. Was there anything that you did not enjoy and if so, why?        
        
5. Will you attend Parrot Festival again?  Yes   No  If no, why? 
 
6. What topics or speaker(s) appealed to you the most?        
       
7. Which topics or Featured Speakers would you like to hear at future Parrot Festivals?  
               
8. What would you like to see more of, or added to, Parrot Festival?      
               
9. What would you like to see in the Raffle/Auction?  

10. How can the Hotel make your stay more comfortable?   

11. Is there a better time of year that you would prefer to have Parrot Festival?  Why? 

If you would like to hear back from us about your comments, please provide your name, email 
or phone number:              

Feel free to use the back of the form for any other comments 
or suggestions.  We really do listen!

NPRPF/Parrot Festival
P O Box 307 Altair, Texas 77412-0307   

OR EMAIL form to cherylrose2000@yahoo.com to save paper and postage



Thank 
You!



NATIONAL PARROT RESCUE  
& PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 

Membership Application 
 
Name(s):              
 
Company Name(Business Membership):           
 
Mailing Address:              
  
Home Phone:   Work Phone:    Other Phone:      
 
E-mail(s):              
 

Membership Fee Schedule 
Please Check One 

 
[     ] Individual Membership $25.00        [     ] Renewal (Individual)  $25.00 
[     ] Family Membership  $40.00        [     ] Renewal (Family)   $40.00  (2 voting members) 
[     ] Business Membership $50.00         [     ] Renewal (Business)  $50.00 (2 voting members)  
 
 
  **Affiliate organizations may contact us for a valid Affiliate Membership Application 
 

Members in good standing will receive $10.00 off Parrot Festival Registration and will receive advance notices about Parrot 
Festival.  

 
Business Members also receive free advertising during ad week on our National Parrot Foundation and Membership Yahoo 

Discussion Groups and a 10% discount on advertising in the  
Parrot Festival Program Book. 

****Your entire membership fee may be tax deductible**** 
 
Please make your Check or Money Order Payable to NPRPF, and mail to: 
 

NPRPF/Membership 
PO Box 307 

Altair, TX 77412-0307 
 

NPRPF reserves the right to refuse any membership application for any reason. All new memberships and renewals are 
conditional pending approval by the NPRPF Board of Directors. Approved Memberships are only valid for the person(s) named 
on the application. 
 
 
 
                   
Applicant Signature        Date 
 
 
 
                   
Applicant Signature        Date 
 



The National Parrot 
Rescue & Preservation 

Foundation

Thanks 
You

For your Support!



Our unique handmade jewelry is 
designed using various natural 

materials, wood, various agates and 
jaspers, turquoise, lava and tiger eye 
to name a few as well as glass beads 

and crystals. 

Each piece is one of a kind.

Gigi’s Jewelry

Georgia Hayes
dancergigi@yahoo.com

Phone: 713-816-9670
Houston, Texas

Feather Jewels
Designs inspired by the 
“Feathered Jewels” we 

call parrots.

cherylrose2000@yahoo.com 713-444-6500 www.featherjewels.com

Cheryl Rose
Feather jewelry,

beaded crosses and more.



CAITEC

Inn
ova

tions in Pet Care

For a Better Way of L
ife

 Awesome Parrot

 Feeding Station
Totally

Messless!

It’s Insanely GREAT!

Café

FoodTumbler
Interactive Treat Holder

Challenging and 
reawarding!

• Durable polycarbonate, 
  dishwasher safe
• Changable levels of difficulty
• Ideal for a variety of food/treats
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